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Micole Pastor & sat fo star in four newsAustraban featuras in the commg months. Playing Steph e in
Matthew Holmes's naw faatwe "Tha Cost" MHNoslia™ ‘in Heoth Dowis's fectwé "Chistmess", Brohbe «in
Jenniter van Gessel's feature "Faoble" [wcllll‘:g fitlz} and finally playing Pavla in Mall Naman's debul
feature “Shackie," alongside Stave Le Margquand, Pippa Grandison, Jason Gann, Myles Pollard, ond Steve
Bastoni, [

“The Cost" & a psychological revange droma by writer, diractor, and producer Matthew Holmes: Co-writ-
ter by Gregory Moss, The ersemble cast includas Jordan Fraser-Trumible, Damon Hunter, Kevin Dea,
Clayton Watson, Cait Spiker, and Hicole Pastor. The Cost is being produced by Blake Narthfield' of Bronte
Picturas in association with Holmes' own Two Tonea Picturas and Russell Cunningham of RLT Motion Pictures,
who praviously produced Holmes' 2014 feature 'The Legend of Ban Hall', The Cast s cumantly in post-pro-
duction, § f E

"Fatile" [warking title) is an upcoming horror flm written and directed by Jannifer var Gessal |Water Horse,
Baast Mo More) that explores parcaptions of leshian ralationships. Currantly in deyvalopmant, Micoka will ploy
the lead character Bronta who is.a successtul fraval blogger, = - | i'

]

Micole & also sat to lead Matt Nomman's |:$c||l_|1a, Thea Writar, I'll stand with 1,.'U|_.|lﬁ dabut !auh,.ure_"SImckIa\" ' s ‘___,...ﬁ-" -
ploying the rale of Paula, Sat in the 1950s, Shackle fells the story of Ronny, ploved by Steva Le pi'l.nrquand, ,,L.. ok
wha is sentenced o life in a mental asyum for killing his mother as g yvoung child, On his death bad, Ronny's : % -
father admits to the crime, sending Ronny to live oul his days with his Grandigiher on oa sutbock proparky. o J 7 - g B

But, nothing is as it seems! Shackla is wiittan, directad, and produced by Morman -dard stors Stava. Le § Y
targuand, Fippa Grandisan, Mylas Pollard, Jason Gann, Stave Bastoni, and NicolePastar, Filming i to'start X " i

at the and of 2022 / the start of 2023, ——_ 1 7 i h . W

Micole Pastor can bea sean in "E-uf' by Alex Provas on Vidiverse now and in "Ruby's Choice" alongside lana # " ¥’ A
Seymouw and Jocqueling MCK\a;lmje iM CiNSmas fow, # e
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Iri the realm of Hollywood, few individuals possess a resume as diverse and exceptional as
Salma Gramain. An award-winning Pakistanl-American acter, producer, recket scientist, and
ce-founder of Black Man Films, $aima haos emerged as o force to be reckoned with, revolu-
tionizing the enterfainment industry while championing authentlc represenfation and
rclusivity.

An vy Lecgue scholar, Salma’s academic joumney took her through esteemed institutions
wch as Stanford, MIT, and Harvard, where she honed her brillionce in the sciences and
business. As If that were not impressive enough, she hos seamiessly transfered her intellect
and passion to the ™V/Film industry, making a prefound impact as both @ producer and
aciress.

with an llustiious coreer spanning twe decades, 3alma has gamered numerous occolades
ncluding fwo Helen Haves Awards ond an AUDELCO nomination. Her work has graced
major networks like CBS, ABC, NBC, HBO, HBO Max. and Hulu, In addition fo caplivating
audiances in off-Broodway productions. New, she celebrates a monumental career break-
threugh as she jeined the cast of the Broadway play, Ufe of Fi, a groundbreaking adapta
ticn of the acclaimed 2012 motion picture. In the play, Salma portrays not just one but fwo
dynomic Scuth Asion chamacters, Mrs. Biology-Kumar and mMuslirn clerc Zaida Khan. Life of Pi
marks a pivotal moment for represenfation on Broadway, being the first production
centered around South Asian characters since Bombay Dreams in 2004,

Despite her successes, Salma remains steadfast in her commitrment to pushing the boundar
ies af inclusivity and representation in Hollpwood. As the co-founder of Black Man Fims, a
compoany she runs alongside fellow actor Roderick Lawrence, she uses the platform of fim
te spark crucial conversations often overooked by mainstream cinema. Black Man Films
merges art with aclivism, producing films highlighting the Black american experience and
offering develepmental opporfunities to burgeoning Block and Brown talent behind and in
frant of the camera.

Skent Partner, a film crchestrated by Salma from conception fo launch, serves as o shining
example of their commitment ta creating impactful cinemao. The project deminated the film
festival circuit, eaoming occeptance info 19 festivals, Including fow Oscar qualifiers, and
gamered eight awards and nominations. qualifying for an Oscor,

Salma Gramain's indomitable spidt, intellect, and dedication to authentic representation in
Haollywood have propelled her to the forefront of fhe industry. With every project she under-
takes, she paves the way for a more inclusive future, where diversity and innovation
ceoalesce to redefine the enterfoinment londscape. As Salma continues fo break bomiers
and chabenge norms, her influence and transformative impoct on the enterfainment warld
anly continues ta soar.

Salma recenfly hod an exclusive interview with StarCentral Magozine to delve into her
remarkable joumey within fhe enfertainment indusiry. Hera's a glimpse of what unfcided
during the conversation.

Can you tell us more aboul yoursell? How did you gel started in the enferfainment indusiry?

| was bom to Pakistani parents and emigrafed fo the US as a child. My grandiather was
aciually a filmmaker in india and Pokistan, but he possed oway at a relatively young age
lecving my father's family unstable financially. My mother aolways had a love of theater as
well, perfarming In stage plays. However, as immigrants to the US, they instilled upon us that
we needed 1o be financiolly stable, and that meant not having a career in the ars, even
theugh my dream waos to sing and acl. College is where | really began fo pusue these
dreams - you could either find me in the lab or in the student-run thealrical society of
Stanford collied Ram's Head. | then received a fellowship to attend MIT for Aeronaufics/As-
trenautics, and | used some of that stipend to pay for volce kessons. Sa. I was semething that
| was building, albeit slowty, while building stabiity for myself and my family.
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What are your sirong polnis as an octor?

Probably the biggest 1h|r|n is that | can leorn ond grow, 5o | feel my

What have you learned from the direclors that you hove worked with
throughout your career?
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What hos been the most memorable experience of your career
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INTERVIEWS
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ONE ON ONE VITH CINDY

Photo credit: Amy Pasguantonio

Allison Kugel: Tell me obout your new one waman show, Me, Mysell and Shirley, Is It kind of a living
memalr, this show?

Allisen Kugel: You've menfioned In the past that you had fo avercome a challenging childhood,

What was thal defining aspect of your childhood that, perhaps, made you wanl to go Inle acling
and comedy?

12 FILMGENTR
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Allison Kugel; How are you processing the loss of several of your
Lavemne & Shirley cast members?

Cindy Wiliams: | hoven't processed ony of it | sfill hoven't
processed Penny passing, | st talk to her, | still think I'm going to
go over there and tell her something. ond you know, Phil and
Betty, | still see them os present, | know they're not, but | stll see
themn and refote fo them as present. ond since Eddie recently
pased, | put the framed cast picfure on my montel and | have
candles if, | wos just leoking ot it ond thinking, "You're [all gone,
and | could hear them laughing and saying, “"Check. check.
check," Then | reqlized, it's just Michas! [Mckean] and me thot
are left, | feel Bee coling him and saying. “I'll rage you to the finish
line," it's just surreal ta me. It's ke they are gll in another lond. |
know they ore happy, because | believe in heaven

| believe in a fun heaven and that they are having fun together,
Micheel ond | gre the odd men out ight now

Allison kugel; Do you pray? i so, who or what do you pray to?

Cindy Willicems: 5 fhere anything or anyvone to pray fo olher than
God?

Allison Kugel: You would be surprised (lawgh)...

Cindy Willams: I'm with God all day, | rememiber one time this
joke didn’t work, and | tried and tried, and | furned to Penny
and said, “Moybe Jesus con moke this joke work.,” I'm
constantly in that frame of mind, even when |I'm throwing hissy
fits. I'm in the presence of God and God |5 in my presence,
Otherwise, | wouldn't moke it through, i net to believe thot
evenything i well ond good, and that this universe it built on
love. People who ore afroid of God or Christ, | think they are
feoriul becouse they see God qs the great punisher, God is
uncendifiongl love, and with thot comes great humaor, When
you fake humeor out of g society, you toke o lot of love out of
that society. That's what | think is hoppening now. | wos
watching Loveme & Shirley, which Penny and | never did much.
because we shot the show on the night it gired. | woiched all
of the old episodes and there were only fwo that couldn't be
dore today

Allison Kugel: What do you think you came info this [ife os Cindy
Willlams fo learn, and what do you think you came here to
teach?

Cindy Willioms: Thot's o very spinfual guestion, | believe thot
everyone has o mission, and everyone hos something that God
has imbued in them, thot is o tolent, | osked gymnast Cathy
Rigby, “When did you know that you could do those fiple axels?
[d you feel it s o child?" She sqid, "Yes." She felt it in herbody
and that is the gift that God gave her, | wasn't meont fo be o
nurse, | was meant to do exocily whaft | did. That was: my
sarvice. That & what God sent me here fo do. Thot's why he
didn't give me an ccademic broin, becouse if He did. | would
have been g nurse. There are no Ifs, Ands, or Buls .about i, |
wolld hove gone into the medical profession, but he made me
not foo smart in bology, and also faint at the sight of blood, |
honestly believe that God steered me in the direction of
comedy o make people lough, ond thof is also why | was bom
into o funny fomily

Alison Kugel: Loverne & Shidey was a spinoff of Hoppy Days.
When you were shooting the pilot episode, and even throughout
your fist season, was there g ot of pressure to iive up to the
success of Hoppy Days?

Cindy Willioms: | tolk about this in my show, Me, Myself & Shidey,
Penny Morsholl ond | were octually writing something together
prior to Lavemnse & Shidey, We were assigned oz on o maovie,

ond 50 we were working together ond then we got o call in our
office from Gamy Morsholl saying, “There ore these ports for
these two gils on Hoppy Doys ond Fonze (played by Henry
Winkler] goes on o double date with Richie |played by RBon
Howard|. Gamry said the gils would be friends of Fonzie's and
that they were. “The gis who dofe the fleet," Penny and |
thought, "Hmmm, hookers? This will be fun,” He asked us if we
could take fime off from our little wrifing assignment to go over fo
Poromount and shoot this Hoppy Days episode for o week, and
we said, "Sural” We went over there and did the show ond had
a kot of fun. Then we went bock to our writing, and hwo weeks
Ioter we got o coll from Gamy's office ond they said thot ABC
hod seen the epode ond loved it, ond they wonted fo “spin the
choracters off.," At that time Penny and | hod no idea what thot
mecnt and it had to be exploined fo us that It meont we were
getfing our own show, Befare we knew i, we were doing oifher
episodes on Hoppy Days to infreduce our charocters and then
we had the Hoppy Doys charocters have their storylines come
over fo Loveme & Shiley, and that s how it of come about, It
hoppenad so fast, Penny and | had no fime fo say, "Wow, this is
reqlly happeningl" We never really toak it serously, The: first fime
the show qired, Gomy came down and showed us the numbers
He was 50 hoppy and elofed and it was, lke, 36 milion people
that tunedin. twas so mony mSons of people, end Penny and
|, it absolutely went nght over cur heods, We did not understand
fhe meoning-of thot of the fime, s for as how it wos opplied fo
talavision,

Allison Kugel: And what do you think you've come here to leam

Cindy Wiliams: | believe that what |'m here to leom after all this
fime 5 pdience. not to toke things 5o seriously, and not 1o foke
everything to heart; to st prociice what | preach, and to colm
down and say, “It's going to be ainght, And fo be able to impaort
that to my children, that everything will e fine i vou wait twenty
four hours. I'm not o pofient person, | love people, but | con only
be pafient up to o peint, and | con be impatient with myself
What | om leaming is pafience. Pofience. prudence, ond fo wait
ond know, ond proctice that foith, that i you are patient, all
things come fo those who wait, [t's also faith, The faith thot God
is going fo toke care of this ond everything is going to be well
evenin the midst of choos ond everything in my life seeming o
fall opart, | gbaays hod faith, 175 ke in indiona Jones when he
steps out info the abyss ond a stone comes Up. He hod faoith.
That is what I'm logking for in myy life, the faifh of Indiona jones

Allison Kugel; What Is the greatest advice you ever recelved?

Cindy Willioms: It was from my mother and it's two words: Keep
Mowing. Thot is whot she soid, "Cindy. just keep moving," Now
whenever | get down and think | con't do something, | hear my
maother say, "Keep Moving." And so | move, and it works on 5o
many different levels.

Alllson Kugel: Wow, | love that! I'm loking that for myself, Losily,
when people come fo see your one woman show, Me, Myself, &
Shirley, whot can they expect from the experience?

Cindy Wiliorns; The first half of the show is me before | was
eighteen, followead by things | have done throughout my career
fhat led up to the Laveme & Shidey years, Then, of course, it gets
into Laveme & Shidey. | gudifioned for the role of Princess Leah in
Star Wars, and so | show my audition fope. H's just fun stuff ke
that, There is olso o Q&A of the end of the show. My gudiences
love to ask questions, Come prepored fo have fun and laugh
out loud

Listen to the extended inferview with Cindy Wilioms on the
Allison Interviews Podcost .ot Appke Podcaosts or Spofify, and
watch on YouTube, Follow Alison Kugel on Instagrom @theoli-
sonkugel and at allisoninterviews.com
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£ U DIRECTOR SPOTLIGHT: JULIE

Do you try more to be original or to deliver to viewers what
they want?

Could you please tell our readers a briel bockground about
yoursell and how you started in the industry?

a hobby af b and not sor
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i you could tell your younger self anything, what would it be?

ill find your place in the world, [Hwon't be easy, bl it wil
be worth it,

What was an early experience where you learmmed thot screen Program an
confent hod power? en Diversity Incl
finalist in the Screen Producers

It has
the US, |
and South A

What is the best odvice youw have ever been given?

people you trust and work with them whenewver

E

What advice would you give fo o newbie writer/director who
wants fo make it in the industry?

There isn't just one pathw
never stop leaming, fre

. but try not
keep doing thos

What are your future plans?

I'm cumently in
rmm TY

| haven't
gement d h
@ in the future,

FIRST DAY Season 2: Elena Liu a2 Olivia and Evie Macdonaold as HaRnah=phols cradit Matt Byrme
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A Stan. ORIGINAL SE

STORY

LCATUTGTRTT

atan, the leading Australion streaming service, roled out the blue
carpet at the iconic Sydney Opera House for the world premiere of the
highly anticipated Stan Original Series, CAUGH*T. The glamorcous event,
graced by a star-studded ensemble, showcased the vibrancy of the
Australion Criginal production.

atan Ambassadors Renee Bargh and Beau Byan toock cenfer stage as
they chansmatically hosted the blue carpet, welcoming a dazzling
amay of industry luminares and esteemed guests. Among the disfin-
guished attendeeas were chief execufive Martin Kugeler, commissioners
and executive producers Cailah Scobie and Amanda Duthie, and
head of acquisitions Les sampson, underscoring the significance of the
project within the Australion enterfainment landscape.

The prestigious guest list extended fo Nine Enterfainment Group head
of drama Andy Eyan, director of communications Vic Buchan, enter-
tainment reporter Richard Wilkins, strategy executives Alex Needs and
Jake Mitchell, and head of digital content Immy Abdullah. The collec-
five presence of these influential figures highlighted the magnitude of
CAUGH'T in the realm of Australian content.

seres director, producer, writer, and actor Kick Guimy, the dnving force
behind the production, graced the premiere, radiating enthusiasm for
his lartest venture. The blue carpet event reached new heights of
glamour with the attendance of an A-list cast. including Bryan Brown,
Ben O'Toole, Lincoln Younes, Alexander England, Mel larnson, Fayssal
Bazzi, Rebecca Breeds, Bk Thomson, Rob Carlton, Jeremy Lindsay
Taylor, Justine Clarke, Karl stefanowvic, Anel Donoghue, and Silvia
Colloca.

Caught Synopsis:

Mistaken for Americans, the characters find themselves captured by
reedom fighters [Bazz, Jamson, and Mkono) and are compelled to
produce a hostage video that swiftly goes viral. As the soldiers unex-
pectedly attain celebrity status on social media, they come 1o the reali-
zation that being caught might just be the best thing that could've
happened to them. Prepare for a rivefing journey as they make search
history in this capfivating Stan Criginal Series.

CAUGH'T promises to be a groundbreaking addition to Stan's reper-
toire, delivering an innovative and compelling narative that caprures
the essence of contemporary storytelling. Don't miss the gripping tale
as it unfolds exclusively on Stan.
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Jennifer Connelly “DELIGHTFULLY OFF-KILTER™

Ben WhiShuw THE HOLLYWOOD REFORTER
Alice Englert “GLEEFULLY CYNICAL”

THE PLAYLIST

An Alice Englert Film
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WWW.GLOBALELITEMEDIAGROUP.COM
DISTRIBUTION

Get yourself “As Seen On" ABC, NBC, CBS, FOX and
more to gain INSTANT Authority and Credibility
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